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From medieval chateaus to modern mansions, Rosemary Brooke
explores the finest holiday homes in Europe

nc of my favourite books is
Elizabeth von Arnim’s 1922 dassic
The Enchanted Agnl, in which a

group of British women escape
the dreariness of a cold and wet London to
spend a month in a rented Italian castle, lured
by the promise of ‘wisteria and sunshine’. The
glorious contrast in both the weather and their
surroundings not only lifis their spirits, but
ultimately s all of them into much nicer
people. Holiday homes always bring with them
that sense of anticipation and hope — that the
power of a place will help to smooth away the
million worries of our daily lives and allow us

&

ply to be ourselves. They’re somewhere to
retreat and relax, to get together with family
and friends. And where better to buy a second
home than in Europe? It has a fanastic variety

LAS ALBERCAS AT
FINCA CORTESIN, SPAIN

of properties ~ from romantic French chateaus
to Balearic island retreats —all of which are justa
short plane journey away.

If' you dream of having a holiday pad that
has all the conveniences of a hixury resort, then
consider one of the new properties currently
being built at the smart resort of Finca Cortesin,
located between Marbella and Sotogrande
in Spain. The resort has recently been given
a Readers’ Choice Award by Condé Nast
Traveller, naming it the leading hotel in Spain
and Portugal. It's casy to sce why —it has excellent
restaurants (one of them Michelin-starred),

pools, a state-of-the-art spa and a world-class
golf course. The Finca Cortesin Las Albercas
residences will range from two to four bedrooms,
some with their own private pools and terraces.
More than ever, buyers are looking for overseas
properties with a potential income to help cover
the running costs. “The second-home market
has changed significantly over the last decade,”
says Paul Tostevin, director of Savills World
Research. ‘Once it was a discretionary purch:

primarily for the owner’s own use, but today’s
global market is driven by income returns.”
Chateau Lembeye in south-west France
would meet these criteria — with its 10 bedrooms
and ample space for entertaining, there’s scope
for it to be used as a wedding venue or a rental
property. The picturesque chateau dates back to
the 14th century and has far-reaching views that

MUNTERS VAG 26,
SWEDEN

LLA, ITALY

LAS ATALAYAS DE ABAMA, SPAIN
Located in the grounds of Tenenfe’s world-
renowned Abam ort, of these |10
properties sits on its own private plot, each
with a nd views, The
open-plan I3 ,and owners
resort’s many amenibes, including the excellent
golf course. From €1.035 million.
Abema Resort: 00 34 922 126 011




CHATEAU LEMBEYE,
FRANCE

THE SEAHOUSE,
E?AIN stretch as far as the Pyrences. There’s even an
‘ established vineyard, if’ you're keen 1o set up a
winemaking business.

In Traly, Villa Medici on the Tuscan coast is
another European jewel that could be rented
out when not in use as a holiday home. It’s easily
ssible —a 20-minute drive from Pisa airport
and an hour from Florence — and is set within a

ace

22-hectare estate,

The historic building was originally a hunting
lodge belonging to the Media family and
was enlarged in the late 19th century, when it was
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ONE&ONLY KEA, GREECE
Occupying a t side spot
or island to
me e&Only Xéa
Island is a luxunious new resort, with
a number of private homes for sale
it's set to laurch in 2021, and its many

facilities will indude three restaurants, a

beach dub and a spa. From €3 millicn,
One&Only:

eandonlyresorts.com/Kea-island

bought by the ancestors of the present owners.
It stll retains plenty of impressive original
features, from the bell tower and the casement
windows to the beautifully ornate frescoed
ceilings on the ground floor High french
windows lead into the garden, where sun-kissed
lawns and ancient trees are surrounded by the
rolling hills,

So although it may be almost a hundred
years since von Armnim wrote her ode to an
Italian caste, there are still no end of European
hideaways to bring joy to all who live in them.

VILLA CALLISTI, GREECE

VILLA MEDICI, ITALY
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VILLA CASSEDDA, ITALY
Located on Sardinia’s beautiful Costa Smer
this 600-se metre villa has a sepa uest house and a
large heated ming pool. With e
facilities and 3 dining area on the
opportunity to enjoy the gloricus surroundings.
€6 million.
Sphere Estates: 020 3617 1360

wve outdoor cooking

rrace, there’s plenty of



